MANOA MAKULE SOFTBALL LEAGUE CONSTITUION

(Updated August, 2021)

ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of this organization hereby formed shall be “MANOA MAKULE SOFTBALL LEAGUE” (hereinafter called the “League”).

ARTICLE II – OBJECTS AND PURPOSES

The object or purpose for which this League is formed is to promote the general health and welfare of residents of Manoa Valley (as hereinafter defined) through competitive softball games.  This includes encouraging exercise and recreation in the form of athletics; building a wholesome body, mental as well as physical; encouraging participation in softball on a competitive basis; cultivation and promoting friendship among residents of this community; encouraging fellowship and instilling in everyone, wherever possible, the importance of cooperation, team work, and the ideals and value of friendship among people; providing a source of entertainment for families, relatives and friends of player-members to watch and enjoy; fostering good sportsmanship and social understanding, and generally furthering the social advancement of Manoa Valley.

ARTICLE III – GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITS

Manoa Valley, as herein defined, shall mean and include all of that area more commonly known as “Manoa”, and more particularly described as follows:

The boundaries shall be the area encompassed by the zip code 96822 (amended August 2013).
ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 1:

The officers of this League shall be a League Manager, a league Secretary and a League Treasurer.

Section 2:

There shall be a Board of Directors consisting of the officers and manager from each team.  The League officers shall abstain from voting.  The team managers serving on the Board of Directors are herein designated as voting members.  In case of a tie vote, the League Manager will vote.

Section 3:

All officers of the League are to be registered members of the team assigned to manage the League.  Slate of League officers for the next League year shall be confirmed before the last official scheduled game of the year.

Section 4:

All officers shall serve for a period of one year until their respective successors have been selected, unless removed.

Section 5:

Each team shall elect or choose one person from among its members to serve as its manager, who shall be responsible for attending all meetings of the Board.  If a manager is unable to attend a scheduled meeting, his team may send an alternate representative.

Section 6:

Notice of all meetings shall be given at least two days in advance thereof to all members of the Board of Directors unless waiver of such notice is received.

Section 7:

The Board of Directors of the League shall meet at the will of the League Manager or of majority of the voting members of the Board of Directors.  All meetings of the Board of Directors shall be open to any member of the League.  The Board shall keep minutes of its actions, which shall be available for inspection by any member of the League at any reasonable time.

Section 8:

A majority of the voting members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of doing business.

Section 9:

The Board of Directors shall conduct and control all of the business and property of the League, except as limited or restricted by the Constitution of the League.

Section 10:

In the event any officer of Director is unable, for any reason, to fulfill the duties of his office, the Team affected shall be responsible to select a successor to such officer or Director.

Section 11:

The officers of this League shall have such duties respectively as may be assigned to them from time to time by the Board.

The officers of this League shall have such duties respectively as may be assigned to them from time to time by the Board of Directors of the League, subject to any applicable limitations, restrictions or other provisions set forth in the Constitution of the League.  In the absence of any specific assignment of duties, they shall have the duties usual to their respective offices.

ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1:

The League Manager shall have the power to call meetings of the League and the Board of Directors, and shall preside at all such meetings.  It shall be the duty and the responsibility of the League Manager to see to it that the League functions and operates in a smooth and efficient manner.

Section 2:

The League Secretary shall keep all records of the proceedings of meetings of the League and of the Board of Directors, and perform such other duties as the Board may direct.

Section 3:

The League Treasurer shall have the custody of all funds, securities and other evidence of property of the League and of all books and accounts and shall render financial statements to the Board in such form and as often as the Board may require.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for disbursing funds, belonging to the League, and shall endorse for deposit to the bank account of the League, all checks and drafts payable to the League.  All checks and orders, for the withdrawal of funds from the bank account of the League shall be signed by the Treasurer and co-signed by another League officer.  If the Treasurer shall be absent or unable to act, the Board may declare the office temporarily vacant and appoint a substitute Treasurer to fill the vacancy.

ARTICLE VI – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1:

Any person thirty-five years of age, as of December 31st of each year, or older, and living in Manoa Valley (as defined in Article III) shall be eligible to play in the League.  The Board of Directors may not waive the residency nor the age requirement.

Section 2:

Excluded from the residency requirement are bonafide, registered members of the following:

A.
East Manoa Lions Club (approved August 2002)

                          Any new player coming into the league through the East Manoa       Lions Club must be a bonafide, registered dues paying member.  Membership will be verified and this individual will be allowed to play for any team in the league.  Should the individual cease to be a dues paying member of the East Manoa Lions Club, the individual will not be allowed to play in the league.
B.
Waioli Lions Club

C.
Children of active League participants or inactive for 15 years since retirement from the League.  (Amended 10/91)

D.
Resident player who moves out of district, must participate in one game in each succeeding year after moving out, unless the player has played at least five years in the league.  The resident player is vested after five years and may return to the league at any time.  (Amended 10/91; 2000)

E.
Any new member who grew up in Manoa with a minimum of ten years through high school is eligible to play for the Manoa Makule Softball League subject to Board approval.  (Amended 7/93)

F.
The owner of a business in Manoa (as defined in Article III).  It must be a current business and in existence in Manoa for the past 10 years.  (Amended August 7, 2000)

G.
Spouses of active League participants. (Amended ?)

                H.       Out of District Players (approved August, 2005, amended August     2006, July, 2013, approved August, 2014)

      Up to five out of district players of a team’s active roster are allowed.  Two of the out of district players can be age 40-44.  The rest must be 45 or older.  Out of district players can pitch at age 45 or older.  

        Each season, teams must submit approval for out of district players (Out of District Exception Players Form, established August 2005, revised July, 2013).
        There may be up to 10 Out-of-District Players on the team roster.  No more than 5 Out-of-District Players may be in the lineup at any one time.  Out-of-District Players must be 40 years old and may pitch if over 45.  Team rosters may be unlimited with no more than 10 Out-of-District Players.  (Approved August 2022)
        An Out-of-District Player who has played for the same team for 5 years no longer needs to be registered each year. (Amended August 2022)
I.  Manoa Youth Baseball Leagues (MYBL) and Manoa Girls Athletic Club Softball League (MGACSL) Coaches (Approved, July 2013)

            Active MYBL and MGACSL coaches can play in the league at age 35 and can pitch at age 45 or older.  Coaches must be approved each season by filing the Coaches Exception Form (established August 2012).
            A MYBL or MGACSL coach who has played for the same team for 5 years no longer needs to be registered each year. (Amended August 2022) 

Section 3:

The Board of Directors of the League shall have the power to prescribe any forms deemed necessary in connection with the admission and identification of and the keeping of records on members and player-members.

Section 4:

Each member present shall be entitled to one vote at any meeting of the League.  Voting by proxy shall not be allowed.

Section 5:

The concurrence of a majority of the members present at any meeting of the League shall be sufficient to take any action at any such meeting except where a larger vote is specifically required under the Constitution of the League.

Section 6:

The Board of Directors, by a two-thirds vote at any duly constituted meeting, shall have the authority to suspend any member thereof whose conduct is considered as detrimental to the best interests of the League.

ARTICLE VII – MANAGERS

Managers of competitive teams shall be responsible for selection of their teams and for their actions on the field.

ARTICLE VIII – COMMITTEES

The standing committees of the League shall be as follows:  Constitution, Finance, Publicity, Equipment, and Grounds.  The League Manager may appoint any other committee as deemed necessary.

ARTICLE IX – FINANCIAL POLICY

Section 1:

The Board of Directors shall decide all matters pertaining to the finances of the League and it shall place all income in a common League treasury, directing the expenditure of same in such manner as will give no individual or team an advantage over the other as to equipment.

Section 2:

The Board of Directors shall not permit the contribution of funds to individuals or teams and shall solicit same for the common treasury of the League.  The above regulation is to discourage favoritism among teams and to endeavor to equalize the benefits of the League.

Section 3:

The Board of Directors shall have the power to prescribe dues and the amount thereof, if any.

Section 4:

No team shall use or refer to the “MANOA MAKULE SOFTBALL LEAGUE” for the purpose of soliciting of funds for its own use.

ARTICLE X – RULES

The local rules of this League shall be adopted by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE XI – FORFEITURE FEE

(Amended July 1997 and June 2000)

A forfeit is defined as failure of a team to field the minimum required number of players as defined by the “MANOA MAKULE SOFTBALL LEAGUE HOUSE RULES” (Amended July 1992).

A team that forfeits any game must pay $30.00 prior to the start of their next scheduled game.  If the forfeiture is on the day of the game, the team that forfeits must also pay the current umpire fees. The money will be paid to the league treasurer.  Failure to provide the forfeiture fee prior to the start of their next scheduled game will result in again being declared in forfeit.  Any team delinquent in paying the $30.00 forfeiture fee for two (2) successive games will automatically be dropped from the League.  (Amended July 1997)
A team that forfeits the last game of the season must pay $30.00 immediately.  Failure to pay the forfeiture fee will result in the team being considered “not in good standing”.  (Amended June 2000)

ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENTS

The Constitution or any section thereof may be amended or repealed by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors present at any duly constituted meeting.

